0 THE TULSA TRIBUNE, TULSA

1978 legislature is administration target, hope
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Will TJC’s northeast campus
ever become a reality?

By ANDRE HINDS

(Editor's note; Andre Hinds is an

advanced journallim student at the
University of Tulsa.)

THE ADMINISTRATION of Tulsa
Junior College has begun gear-
ing up for the 1973 Oklahoma legisla-
tive sesslon, anxiously hoplng for sul-
ficient funds toconstruct a campisin
northeast Tulsa,

The Al-acre site, located on the
noriheast cornet of Apache Sireet
and Hatvard Avenoe, ispart af TJC's
master plan which cails for the de-
velopment of 8 multi-campus eollege
syslerm.

TJIC President Al Phili
led on the legislature to 'develop the
Mortheast Campus as rapidly as pos-
sible, and to move toward the acquik-
ition of land in southeast Tulsa as
sn a5 possille.™

Philips said, *'We will make avery
effort 1o convince the legislature.*

He said the TJC administration’

would approach the legislators by di-
rect personal contact and through
members of the Oklahoma State He-
gents for Higher Eﬂ.ucll.l.lm-_

“We have a very good product fo
sell,” he zaid, “and our confinued
growth in enrollment is the best evi-
dence of that,”

THE TJC ADMINISTRATION
plans to ask.the leglslature for $10
million to construct the fiest two ph-
ases of the Northeast Campus.

What will happen Il no money 1s
appropriated?

has 4:31-.

“We will proceed as far a5 we can
with the funds that we already
have," Philips said, ;

This_will be the TJC admlinis-
tration’s third attempt o convinece
the state leglslature to provide
cnough funds to construct the
facility. )

The firat push [or its development
was made shortly before the 1978
legislative session,

That -:amFuign was accelerated in
the wake of a sudden rermodeling of
the state educaticnal budget at the
beginning of the 1978 session. This
became necezsary when the Oklaho-
ma Supreme Court rejected Gov, Bo-
ren's bid to put 880.3 million in surp-
lus funds into a bond sinking fund
Jprogram.

In the January, 1876, TJC Board of
Regents moeeting, Philips presented
an attractive but not detailed con-
eeptual site plan for the Northeast
Campus, hoping that the legislators
would consider the regents” request
for 520 million o complete the
facility, !

HILIPS SATDyat that meeting that
he couldn't think of a better
“igne shot expenditure'’ than an in-
vestment in the Northeast ﬂnmpuk.
“We have proved ourselves,” he
said, ““The opporiunity s here and we
must move an il."”

However, the request was shol
down by the Oklahoma State Regents
when they recommended o Baren to
allocate 524 million for statewide
capital impravements, allowing anly
$10 million ‘o be used for new eon-
struction,

Only 51 million was set aside for
Northeast Campus planning by the
1576 legistature.

“Wa have to start somewhere,"’
Philips said upen receiving the alle-
cation, “and 1 am confident we will
got that CAIpUS On time."

O time," according to Philips, i
the year 1580, when it i5 predicted
TJC will need facilities for about
16,000 students. The enrallment pro-
ject by 198515 22,000 students on three
campuses, the third campus fo be
lr:-Jr.:]nr.m:I. in the southeast guadrant ol
Tulsa.

THE 1577 LEGISLATIVE session
proved oven less successful than
1576, Only £T00.000 was allocated fof
development of the facility.

Located on an BO-aere tract at
Apache and Harvard, the Northeast
Compus bhas been somewhat of an
after thought.

The site was purchased from funds
derived from selling two TIC-owned
urban renewal blocks in downiown
Tulsa,

The downtown land, located bet-
woen Flest and Second Streets and
Main Street and Boston Avenue, was
infended o be used for A mew and
poermanent campus for TIC in the
initial college planning.

Lack of funding for its construction
in the late "60s forced TJC to seck
temporary space in the Sinclair
;Hu.ltsing at 10th Street and Boston
Avenue,

TJIC later decided in 1574 it would
be more feasible to purchase and re-
moadel the Sinelalr Building so it
would be possible ta concentrate on

funding for a new bullding on & sec-
and campus.

TEI:E.'. TW DOWNTOWN blocks

were sold to the Williams Com-
panies for its muld-bleck Williams
Cenler unmr]nx.

Philips told the TJC Eegents upon
eompletion of the land transaclion in
February, 1875; ""Dates and
schedules for the consiruction and
use of the Northeast Campus will de-
pend on funding and at this time
there are no conerele plang."

The site 1s still undeveloped, ex-
cept for the temporary facilities con-
structed by TJC for 15 hostleulture
pEOgCarT,

One reason forthe lAcK ol adeguane
fundineg by the legislature of the
Northeast Campus i the nitucre of
the leglslators themselves,

STIFF OPPOSITION (o TJC began:
evien belore the college was opened in
september, 1970 Former State Hep.
Curtis Lawson of Tulsa told Tulsa
sagazine inthelate '60s, “Oklahoma
needs more colleges like It peeds
more tornadoes.”’

The late Rep. Hay Fine of Gore
suggested in 1970 that instead of
eliminating eounty superintendents,
money might better be saved by low-
ering Philips’ salary.

State Rep. Bill Poulos from Tulsa’s
Dist. 7T objected tothe initial opaning
of classes in 1570 at the Sinclair
Building. He feit the college should
have been located in his district. The
selection of a campus site in north-
past Tulsa, even though it is west of
his districi, has changed Foulos




views slnee then and has made him
an avid proponent of TJC. .

Others, however, were not swayed
as easily. The late John Miskelly (D-
Choctaw) openly opposed construes
tion of the Northeast Campus
facility.

UTIC is a state institulion under
the budget like everyone else,” Miss
kelly told a Tulsa newspaper in
January, 1976 ““Their needs are no
greater than anybody else's."”

HILLIFS COUNTERED Miskel-
ly's argument, saying that only
7.000 persons are served by state-
supported colleges in Tulsa, com-
pared with 47,000 in Oklaboma City.
TJIC furnishes the Tulsa metropoli-
ten area with its only access to low-
cost public higher education. Aceord-
ing to the state regents, the Oklahg-
ma City area boasts three public two-
vear colleges, a lower-division tech-

nical institute, a regional unlversity’

and a comprehensive graduate uni-
versity — all within commuting dis-
tance.

Miskelly predicted a “long, drawn

out hattle’” if TIC were to forge

ahead with its uest.
To avoid mnrﬁ?m with Miskelly®

and other legislators, the TIC ad-
ministration has tried to do its

homework.
Starting with the conceptual zite
esented in 1578, TJIC has pro-
vided the legislators informational
material on the Northeast Campus.
including a recently-completed
master plan.

MUCH OF THE initial 1.7 million
fthat has been alloeated for the cam-
pus went for the preparation of the
master plan, a¢cording to Eric
Mikel, director of planning and de-
velopment.

“Some of it, though, has been used
for site preparation,” Mikel said.
“That included elevation adjustment
and utilities installation."

According {0 Mikel, there is still
about E700,000 left. ““We're going to
use that to start mnﬂrstﬂphmn[
hujldig out there," he said.

Another ool used by the TIC ad-
ministration to convince legislators
tt-li] allocate fg:ud; is the use n’ijutul:ls-

CE — B5 enrollment 5.

Emﬂmﬁt at TJC has mrﬁd
each year since its inceplion, from
2 B0 studenis in 1970 to 8,398 for the
Fall 1577 semester, An additional
2598 are enrolled in non-credit Spe-

clal Programs claszes, of which 1,200

attend class at the TJC bublding.

According to Philips in a8 recent
press conference; TJO should now
rank fourth or fifth ln the &tate in
enrollment size:

NROLLMENT WAS limited the
first year that TJC was rat-
ing, due to cramped gquarters in the
first three floors of the seven-story
building, also being used then by the
Atlantic Richfield Company (ARCO),
Sineclair, the ariginal owner of the
butlding at 1Mb and Boston, merged
with 0 a few vears earlier,

Just after the beginning of clazses
in September, 1970, Philips com-
mented on the limited enrollment
situation, saying, ""'We believe there
are at least 1,000 students who are not
now enrolled at TJC because at en-
rollment time they could pot get a
caomplete program they wanted."

At that time, he was probably cor-
rect, but he unknowingly unleashed
the now-abused “turnaway™ figure
— the maimber of students who should
I‘Lﬁga. but didn't enroll in classes at

The TIC administration soon found
that it could effectively use (he furna-
way figure tolts advantage for public
relations.,

For example, in August, 1971, Bob
Melott, vice-president for cnm]z;nu'
services and data systems at TJC,
{old a Tulss newspaper that 2,000 stu-
dents had been turped away from
clazses.

Yet, just two paragraphs above
that stetement, Melott had an-
nounced that TJC was planning to
have *'late enrollment™ for anyone
who wasn't able to enroll at the regu-
lar time.

BY 1973, THE the turnaway figure
wag up to 3,000 students and TJC
bought the Sinclair building to use as
a nent cam

X turnaway figure grew to 4,000
by 1575 when state Was re-
celved to remodel the building.

The method of determining the tur--.
naway flgure has varied through the
years.

At first the figure was merely a
puess by Philips,

Then, in late 1572, the figure was
estimated by subtracting the enroll-
ment number from the total number
of student applications, -

A more complex method was de-
rived even later. *"We take the numbe
erof non-students advised, the numb-
er of people that schedule a time for'
advisement and the number of tele-
phone calls in which ple ask if
they can still enrell, add them togeth.
er and multiply that number tmes
{wo, flgurlag that for every person
that calls or tomes in, there i3 one
other out there that figures he has no
chance io enrall,”

FPHILLIFS, AFTER giving that
explanation in November, 1975,
:u;h?:d that TJC encountered 1,500
guch cases in 1975,

“The staff personnel in several of-
fices, such as Admissions and Finan.
cial Aldzs, keep track of phone in-
quiries,”” Philips rdded.

A check with members of the staff
in those offices found no Euc:llldphune
count was ever recorded and they
were never msked sbout Information
pertaining to the enrellment of poten-
tial students.

“f dont think the rurmaicay figure
iz applicable anymore, " uygan
VanTrease, TJC executive vice-
president.

He admitted that the formulas for
determining such [igures, as had
been used by TIC, wasn't very accu-
rate, “IU's just nol consistent.”



Mo more than a few hundred siy-
dents were probably turned away
from TJC prior (o the beginniag of
the Fall 1577 semester. VanTreass
estimated. *“They probably tried to
get lnto & class with a limited enroll-
ment,” he sald. “Many Technical-
Deocupational Program classes are
like that."

The T-0 Programs eomprise near-
Iy half of TJC's student body. Far
different than the college-parallel
courses oflered at TIC, the T-0 Prog-
Tam courses are practical, rather
than theory classes.

HESE PREOGRAMS also, unlike
college-paralle] courses, know
ng single building. While many are
held in the TJC building, there are
other classes held at ald Fred
Janes Ford Truck Center al 132 5.
Boston Ave., in the newly completed
Student Center (ormer]y the Central
High School Industrial Arts buildi
and even the Northeast Campus it-
self, which bouses the horticulture
program in a small interim ballding,
for many reasons the rrulis.
campus concept was envisioned bes
cause of the T-0 Programs. RHather
than remoedel existing buildings, TJC
will be able to custom build perma-
nent facilities for horticulture, elee-
tromies techrology, welding teckaol-
ogy and machinist technology on the
hortheast Campus. .

"The lack of adequate furding iz
goirg to limit the construction o
facilities for the T-0 Pregrams, ™
VanTreaze said. I could cosr mare
than S108,000 for one lab alone. "™

Comparad with the cost of T-0
FProgram labs, regular classrooms
are inexpensive. “And that may be
what we have to put up these first,”
YanTrease adcded,

The construction of regular clas-
srooms on the Northeast Campus
would eliminate the need to rent
space in the State Office Complex at
Seventh Strect and Houston Avenie,
aecording bo Mikel:

TJC began renting classroom
gpace inthe state b in August,
1576, as an interim iacﬁity, More
than 2,000 students enrolled for clas-
ses there for the Fall 1977 semester.

Mikel, howewver, will be glad toend
TIC s relationship with the complex.,
“We've had a lot of problems over
there,” e said, ““problems with food
service and parking.*

ENROLIMENT may have been
affected as a pesuit of these and other
#FE:iIar problems that have plagued

For instance. it has been more than
a year since the remodeling of the
TIC building was completed, yet fall
enrollment is about 1000 students
short of capacity. (There are 8358
students currently enrolled at TJC.
The total capacity of the two build-
ings has been estimated at 10,000 stu-
dents; 5.000 al the main building,
000 at the State Odiiees.

Wondering about the low enroll-
tment, the administration mailed a
questionnaire to former TJC stu-
dents in September, 15976, and again

last September, asking why they

didn“t retumm.

Armong the choices offered a3 a
reason for withdrawal from the col-
lege in the guestionnaire was ““the
remodeling of TJC.*

The almost constant sound of jack
hammers and periodie power fal-
lures inveded both the elassrooms
and administrative offices during the
72 month-long overhaal of the main
building that ended in October, 1974
Prlor to this guestionnaire, the ad-
ministration never admitied that re-
modeling may have caused students
to withdraw from TJC.

Anather possible reason for with-
drawal from TJC suggested by the
gquestionnaire was “lackof parking.™

“What we do,"" Philips told Insight,
& north Tulsa based magazine, in an
interview in May, 1978, "'is provide
each stwdent a map of the parking
areas within about six hlecks of TJC.

“Most people don™t realize some-
times that if they parkina lot say five
blocks away and walk to campus,
they're walking a shorter distance
than if they walked across the cam-
pus at Oklahoma State University,"
he said.

However, the security of students
in a contained campus, such as O5U7,
can be more easily assured than a
campus in an open downiown Brea,
commonly the meeling place of
tramps and other undesirables.

HIS LACE OF effective securily
has affeeted TIC twice, The first
time waz in March, 1875, whoen Geral-
dine Ann Mariin, a Bpeclal Programs
student, was Kidnapped following a
class at TIC and later murdered.

The day after Mrs, Martin's body
was found, a TJC secretary was at-
tacked in a parking lot near TJC. Her
aszailant fled after she lought back
and screamed.

Establishment withinthe past vear
of a community treatment center for
first offender convicts ln the old
Horace Mann Junior High buildin
two blocks south of TJC has ca
additional uneasiness about seeurity
in the area.

The TJC administralics has cone
tinued to work hard to increase en-
rollment with sevieral promotions to
make it more convenlent for students
to information about the college
and enroll for classes.

CINFORMATION Centers’ were
set up by the Admissions Office dur-
ing the summer of 1976 in shopplng
centers and banks around Tulsa.
However, their suecess was minimal
and they were discontinwed.

Thering last summer the TJC ad-
ministration experimented with
“gelephone registration,” a system
that would allow studenis toenroll by
telephone i 11 or kess hours, without
having to stand in the long lines of
regular enrollment.

I owas very successiul,® Melott
sald. ©' I ks one of the maior reasons
enrollment went up this semesier.™
He also said telephone registration
swold be used again.

Jerpy Carroll, director of admis-

Sec TIC, page 10B



TIJC 'CAMPUS' TODAY — This motley collec-

Harvard Avenue comprises the Tulsa Junior Col.

lege northeast campus today. They house a hor-

TJC to seek campus funds . . .

Continued from page &8

ns, was even more enthusiastic
:Eﬂ‘ul-!‘-h! sucpessof lel:phnue;:ﬂst—
ration. He told The Horizon. “Tele-
phone registration 13 the greatest
thing that's happened to college re-

i tion."T .

Pitcr:ardln.!ml:lrmll,lhmu.lﬂﬂul
the B398 in Fall 1997 classes enrolled
by phone,

NDT EVERYONE was pleased
with telephone registration,
though. Kay baugh, pssociate
cditor of The Horlron, viewed it as
“two steps forward, one back.”™
In an editorial ig the Sept. 14 {ssye
of The Horlzon, Ms. Turnbaugh
asked, “Ii Eart-lirn-.- students can
phone in, why can’t full-time people
enroll in the same way? Just because
& person tekes 12 hours for credit
instead of 11 does not necessarily
mean he needs extra guldance.

- “'Bome students apparently used
the phoae to enroll in nine or 10 hours
and then added thres bours later fora -
fuli-tHime sehedule,” she added.

In the outline for the future,
though, Melott was adamant.
“There’s no plan to open it up for the
full-time student,” he said.

CURARENTLY, ALL full-time stu-
dents enroll at the main campys
butlding. When a permanent faeility
L8 eonstructed at the Northeast Cam-
pus, however, students will be able (o
enrsll at gither facility and will have
the opportunity to attend classes at
both campuses. ,

“People think of us sometimes as
just being interested in building num-
bers, but we're not,™ Philips said in
an interview in May, 1975, -

But as can be seen, the building of
nuembers has been a very important

ticulture division.
tion of structures northeast of Apache Street and  work has been advanced. Long ranae plans call

Site preparation and utility

for a £20 miliion facility. [Tribune photal.

factor in convineing the state legisla-

ture to allocate money for TJC pro-
jeets.

Does TIC pneed the Northeasi
Campus?

“I think we've demonstrated our

need in the terms of the pumber of

au_lgents we've served,” VanTrease
said.

However, VanTrease later ad-
mitted, “‘Sometimes [ get caught up
in my own propaganda.’’

That's what the process of getti
rmiarel from the legisleture bof
dotn t¢ — propoganda.

And for the upcoming legislative
sesslon, TIC hopes It can present the
most effective propaganda so it can
build a permanent college on the
Northeast Campars.



